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fewer, and some day, far, far off it may well be, the needful
unification of the structure of mankind will be effected,
and the nations will not rule or serve one another but will
live in peace, each under its own flag and all under the
banner of a common and realised humanity.

One point more before we quit this branch of our sub-
ject. If the greatest step towards peace is accomplished
when two crowds become willingly and contentedly united
by some common ideal into a single overcrowd, it follows
that nothing is more disastrous, nothing more retrograde,
than the sundering of one crowd or nation into two. So
long as the overcrowd is maintained the kind of sundering
to which I refer does not take place. Thus to give Home
Rule to Ireland or to South Africa within the limits of the
Imperial Great British overcrowd may be not a weakening
but a re-enforcement of the strength of the whole. Few
foreigners will deny that if the various nationalities com-
posing the Austrian Empire had been given local inde-
pendence the Empire would have been strengthened. On
the other hand if the United States had been divided into
two independent federations, one of the North, the other
of the South, the result would have been as mischievous
to both halves as was the division of the English-speaking
race accomplished by the American Revolution. The
Scandinavian race occupies its relatively insignificant posi-
tion in the world because of its incapacity to form an
overcrowd. Each fraction desires entire independence,
one of another, and even little Iceland manifests the same
disease. Was it the Scandinavian element in our composi-
tion that took the lead when we parted company from the
United States? or was it merely lack of statesmanship on
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